
March is a busy month. As we continue to prepare for our yearly state testing, 

students will be completing their final benchmark before the PSSA’s next month. 

This school year has flown by and the third nine weeks is over on March 22nd.   As 

we enter into April, we are looking forward to warm weather and the promise of 

spring. This month the habit is I Will Seek to Understand, which emphasizes the 

importance of listening.  

Pr inc ipa l ’s  Message  

Dates to Remember 

 Friday, March 10th– Talent 

Show at 6PM 

 Wednesday, March 29th — 

Kindergarten Registration at 

Carnegie Elementary 

 Thursday, March 30th-

Report Cards Sent Home 

 Friday, March 31st 

Kennywood Ticket Sale 

March 2017 

C a r n e g i e  E l e m e n ta ry  

February McAdoo Heroes 

K Fatima Shehzad, Aadya Mutt, Laylah Moses 

1st Josh’lyn Starr, William Evans, Ryder Cummings, Kendrah Weston 

2nd  Unique Hill, Amina Quadratullaev, Jazzmynn Evans, Grayden Welsh 

3rd Emily Steiner, Jay’sa Seaton, Riley Sunderland, Joe Gillo 

4th Ira Tendulkar, JaLaya Seaton, Jasmine McGuire 

5th Nathan Behage, Sheyla Tuapante, James Salyards 

6th Connor Dunlap, A’Sean Lemon 

 

 

 

The Carlynton School District has scheduled Wednesday, March 29th 2017, as the date to enroll 

your future Carnegie Elementary Kindergarten students into the district.  Registration, which  

includes a series of student assessments, will take place at Carnegie Elementary beginning at 8:30 

a.m.  Additional information is listed on the district website. Please contact the District Registrar 

with any questions, at 412-429-2500 ext. 1125. We are looking forward to meeting the next gen-

eration of little cougars!  

Congratulations to 1st grader Katiah 

Weston in Mrs. Lea’s class. She is our 

January McAdoo Hero of the Month.  

Chief Kennedy and Detective Lawrence 

brought pizza in for Katiah to share. 

Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring 

Family Reading Night on March 3rd. Over 

100 students brought parents to school 

for an evening of fun and learning. 



 On February 4th we celebrated our 100th day of school. Students in Mrs. Leslie ‘s and Ms. Vu’s 

classed dressed like they were 100 years old.  

 Carnegie’s annual talent show was held on Friday, 

February 19th in the Carnegie Elementary Auditorium.  The show was directed by 4th grade teacher, Ms. Lewis.  

The students had to come to auditions with an act prepared.  They had to continue practicing, and attend prac-

tice after school and a dress rehearsal after school.  The show had a few technical difficulties, but after a brief in-

termission, a fresh start was all Carnegie students needed to rock the house!  There was plenty of singing, danc-

ing, comedy & gymnastics to entertain the sold out audience!  Thank you to everyone who helped put on an 

amazing show!  Proceeds benefit the Carnegie Elementary 6th grade class.  You can still 

purchase a DVD of the show for $10!  Send a note and your money to Ms. Lewis!   



 

PTA 

Recess Attire Reminder:  

Just a reminder as spring is right around the corner,  

students will be going outside if temperatures are over 32  

degrees. Carnegie Elementary maintains the expectation that 

students will dress appropriately for the weather.  

Habit 5– Seek First to Understand 
Wouldn’t it be great if they “just listened?” Habit 5 is I Will Seek to Understand.”  Too often instead of 

really listening, we are busy forming our response in our mind. This Habit is about not just hearing with 

our ears, but looking at body language with our eyes, and using our hearts as well. We listen to understand 

who that person is, how they feel about something, and how they view the world.  

Ways to apply at home:  

Pretend listening: Have your child try to tell you something while you are doing something else. “Pretend 

listen.” (Uh-huh. That’s nice.) Talk to them about how that felt. Have them tell you again while you give 

your child your full attention. Now switch. Have them play or draw while you talk. Then have them really 

listen. Talk about how it felt for you and them. Remind your child this kind of listening is an example of 

Think Win-Win.  

What feeling? Take turns acting out feelings (happy, sad, bored, hurt, angry, hungry, etc.) without words. 

Try using appropriate actions rather than exaggerations.  

Repeat. Try saying the phrase “I didn’t say you did it” varying the tone of voice and emphasizing a different 

word each time and discuss the way it alters the meaning.  

Echo. For older kids and adults. Do you have an issue with your spouse or teen. Go to them and say, “Help 

me understand your point of view on this.” Then really listen without interrupting. When they finish, re-

peat in your own words what you heard. Ask, “Is that right? Is there more?” When they feel heard then 

ask, “May I share how I feel about this?” Make sure to voice your concerns in a way that acknowledges the 

other person’s value using “I” statements.  

Words to use:  

“So if I understand, you are saying _____”  

“Help me understand your point of view.”  

“It seems like you are distracted. Is there a better time for me to share this with you?”  
“Is now a good time for me to share a concern I have?”  

“Excuse me, (young child.) Are you listening or pretend listening?”  

“What does your heart think she meant when she said that?”  

“I am concerned when I see (you yell at your sister/unfinished homework/etc.)” 

Please consider volunteering time with the Carnegie PTA.  The PTA sponsored the Ice 

Cream Social on Valentines day and Family Reading Night among many other events.  

The next PTA meeting is on March 13 at 6:30 in the library. 

The PTA is sponsoring a fund-

raiser night at Moe’s South-

west Grill in Collier Town 

Square.  Information will be 

sent home. Please contact the 

PTA for more information or 

email  carelepta@gmail.com 



Countdown to the PSSA  
With a few weeks before the PSSA, our teachers are looking for creative and effective ways to maximize the  
remaining instructional time to provide our students with the necessary tools that are needed to become  
Proficient or Advanced in both reading and math.  It is imperative that all students are in school during these  
assessments and report on time, as modifications to daily schedules will occur in order to create a conductive 
testing environment for all students.  The testing calendar is listed below. 
 

 

 

Parent Tips to Help Prepare Your Student for Standardized Testing 
 

What your student is learning on a daily basis builds the foundation for being able to demonstrate high achieve-
ment on tests. During the weeks leading up to the TEST begin to talk with your student about the importance of 
giving their best effort during testing. The following thoughts will help you in preparing your child for being ready 
to give the test his or her all. 

 
The Night Before: 

 Help your child get to bed on time. Research shows that being well-rested helps students do better. 
 Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to bed. 
 Keep your routine as normal as possible. Upsetting natural routines may make children feel insecure. 
 Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it. 
 Plan ahead to avoid conflicts on the morning of the test. 

 
The Morning of the Test: 

 Get up early to avoid rushing.  Be sure to have your child at school on time. 
 Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a heavy one. Research shows that students do better if they have 

breakfast before they take tests. 
 Have your child dress in something comfortable. 
 Be positive about the test.  Acknowledge that tests can be hard and that they’re designed so that no one will 

know all of the answers. Explain that doing your best is what counts. The important thing is to make your child 
comfortable and confident about the test. 

 
After the Test: 

 Talk to your child about his or her feelings about the test, making sure you acknowledge the effort such a task 
requires. 

 Discuss what was easy and what was hard; discuss what your child learned from the test. 
 Explain that performance on a test is not a condition for you to love your child. You love your child just for the 

person he or she is.   

 Assessment Dates Grade(s) 

English Language Arts April 3-7, 2017 3—6 

Mathematics April 24-27, 2017 3—6 

PSSA Science May 1-2 2017 4 


